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May. 1919. 
To t t CG 
Mr, Chairman and Gentlemen, 


The L.¢,3, suggest that all Annual reports 
tor 1918 should be brief, giving the vital statistics so that the 
pio aah may be continuous, together with an account of any aee 
outbreak of ic and also any prominent sanitary events of the 


al. 
sn he figuree given by the iL,.¢6.B, for calculating 
the Beath-rate is eoae and is an estimate of the Civil p dear 
It includes all non-civilian males whether serving at home or 


abroad. 

The <p omy for Gcaloulating the Birth-rate 
is 6622 and includes all he elements of the population 
contributing to the Birth and marraige rates. It consists there- 
fore of the Deatherate figure or oivil population plus all 

3 ‘nonecivilians eee vital at at home or abroad. 


figures for the yeare ee 1916, and 1917, 


ath are. as follows, and for purposes of comparison I append 


_ tom ¥.0 10,0 10,9 12,3 
Death-rate, 19.0 15.0 15.0 14.9 
Infant Mortality. 112.9 69,4 63.3 102.2 
Lymotic-rate. ed Wil. 1.2 o® 
Tuberoulous-rate. 1.9 2.2 1.5 1.6 
Sr eneey-Fars . 2.9 2.7 1.5 3.2 

ancerérate,. 1.8 162 1.6 ° 
Birtha, 


females) yielding a rate of 9. 0 per 1000, Two of these births 
were ee eee teas aos ‘the four precee Bap ee the number of 
births was 72-79 The birth-rate for Jnmgland and Wales 
for 1916 was td my Tehthe 8 show the haan Birth-rate to 
be very much below the gene Birth-rate of the Country. 


The Deathe recorded muber te. (52 malee and 64 females) ; 
ne) ange J a rate of 19,0 per 1000, in the four preceeding yeas the 
mumber of deaths were 95, 100, 107, and ve This inorease, in a 
amall PA pba iem considerable. Itie think, wholly due to 
the of influenza which oooured Pe November, The Death- 
rate for ing! and Walee for 1918 wae 17.6. he following is 
a list of the causes of Death, 


“alo Males Vemales. 
_- Meagles, 1 0, 
' Influenza. ai hy 5. 
Pulmonary Tuberco O818., e 3s 
awe other than Pulmon ° Be 
r sf 3. Be. 
i tis. if ° ae 
Heart Diseaare, 9. 12. 
(ala forms). 6. 5e 
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, Deaths. continued. 


Other Respiratory Diseases. . te i. 

Brights Disease. 8. 5. 

Congenital Debility. Be ee 

Voilence apart from Suicide. 2. al 

Other defined diseases. #26. es 
; &. e 16. 

Appendicitis. | - le 

infectous Diseases. 

The following notifications were received during the year. 

Scarlet Paver. ze 

Diphtheria. 1. 

Erysipelas. e* 

Acute Police. Myelitis. le 

Measles. 164. 


_ Guberculosis. : 17. )® Pulmonary. 
“aD NE aan | )® other than Pulmonary. 


= pitts 


“ee retain wave. notifios ae “126 by medical men and 20 by 
parents er Guardians.) ‘he first notification was on 9th. February 
and the last, received by me, was om the seventh July. ‘The disease 
was generally of a mild natyre and only one death resulted. 
Children aged from 3 to 6 were the chief sufferers. On the 2¢th — 
_—_ 60 per cent of the Infants attending the Central School were 
$ directly or indirectly from Measles, and more than 50 per j 
cent at the Stubbing School. In consequence of this, it. was de=- : 
cided that the two above mentioned Schools should be closed fer 3 
weeks. The result of the clostire was very satisfactory, and from 
then onwards, the epidemic seemed to subside rapidly. The not- 
ification of Measles is undoubtedly beneficial, but it is so ine 
fectous that niether isolation in the home nor Hospital isolation 
<n much chance of success in checking the spread of the disease, 
- and there is also the still prevalent fallacy among some parents 
thab it is best to put children together and let them get dover what 
they consider a necessray ailment of choldhood as soon as possible 
The older the child, the less incidence of atteck, therefore it 
is obviously to the advantage of «11 to shielf ¢& children from 
exposure to pee aehAan- 


‘Whooping Cough. 


This disease eppeared at the Central School early in August and 
continued until the end of September. In October and November 
Stubbing School was affected, and some few cases appeared at the 
MyBholm Scheol in November. It was mild in character, and in none 
of the Schools named, was any action by the Health matheh sane ; 
taken or requred. 
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Tubercuiesis. 

Tuberculosis was the cause of seven deaths of males 
sea Meme at ppchs In addition, two other deaths occured in 
females, from Tuberculosis other han Pulmonary. Seventeen 
notifications were received, eight of Pulmohary Tuberculosis end 
nine of Tuberculosis other than Pulmonary. Pive of the eight cases. 
of Pulmonary fuberculosis notified during the year, died. With . 
the better housing conditiens thet one hopes will orevail in the 

near future, the number of tersons attacked by this disease ought 
to much diminish. In my opinion, Sanatorium accommodation, the 
utility of which is not in doubt, should be much increased, rote Py 
Dispensaries, if they are to be of any value, should be multiplied. 
People suffering sevexly from Tuberculosis will not and cannot 
ettend be expected to travel eight. or ten miles once a weck to 
Vigit these centres, particularly in bad weather, and in short 
dark days. Intimately connected ith Tuberculosis is the 
que stion ef Tuberculosis im Amimals, s) aughtered for human rie Fg 
It is now, I think, generally agreed thet each District shou 
have a gab 18 ‘abattoir, ‘and all meet should be passed by a 
ee er Givtribations | 


5 pre af acked 
ult agi ‘end. shewed itself ag a Be ergs 
~¥ ing only a couply of days. In very few 
ins eke their d any Sequela, and tharé was no Mértalitys °° 9 
The peboad opkeaute. was a Very severe one, in the numbor of 
people attacked, in severity, and comp ications. It commenced in 
the first week of the month of November, and lasted till the end 
of the first week in December. In the lest three weeks of December 
cases still ocurred but not in epidemic form. It was-generally 
complicated with Lung Trouble, and from personal observation it » 
a peared to me that middie agred and elderly people were able te 
combat beth Influenza and its complications more successfully than 
the younger menbers of the population. Five deaths were ascribed 
directly te the disease in Novemberrand Pasamber. three occurring , 
at the age period of 15 to 25. ° One between 85 to 46, and one 
between 45 to 65. During the same period sicht deaths were f 
registered as due to Pneumonia, doubtless in most instances a 
Sequela of Infiuenze. The attendance st the Council Schools in 
the July epidemic was not sufficiently affected to warrant closure, 
but in the epidemic of November, the attendances were belew 80 «)_ 
per cent, and at the same time vost of the teaching staff were on 
-. $he sick list with the complaint, and closure was resorted to 
et the three Schools from 16th November to Sth December. The 
: Mamagers of the various Sunday Schools algo, on request, voluntarily 
Closed down for the same pericd. Public mestings, Comeerts «tc : 
were postponed, and children under 14 years of age were excluded 
from Cinemas and 211 other laces of entertainment. Advice leaflet 
were distributed throughout the District. I fear more scientific | 
knowledge of the disease will be recuired before ita mwrevention 
and cure can be successfully underteken. During its worst period, ‘a 
_ there was considerable difficulty in arranging for the digposal of © 
in fatal meaner, gegen to the great shortness of gil kinds of Pp. 2 
In ene 
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sins were not closed pone all the time. this is very 
pertienhaeny in small houses, and I would strongly 
© Feneina, entmaw for burial, or 
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down on the firet signa of decomposition. 


infant Kortality. , 

Yeven deathe ogoured in children under 1 year, giving an 
infant og tegen | rate of 112.9 per 1000 ag against five in the 
previous year with o rate of 69,4 Thie is an inoresge but with 
eueh numbere involved no unsatisfactory conclueiona should 
be drawn from theee figuree. lam wiuxea sure children are well 
Oared for in this Dietrict. . 


Schoole 8 


Se mentioned in a previous paragraph, the Schools were closed 
for Meaglea in Spring, and for influenza in the late Autumn. 

Whooping Cough and Chickenpox were aleo present in the Autum. 
months to some extent, 


sepitation, 
All sanitary matters have been held in abeyance during the 
year and there is nothing of uny consequence to report. There 


is great need of o public convenience at the Tram Terminuea in liew 
408 @hie should be one of the firet matters undertaken by 


tal of 1700 inepeotione out of 1647 inhabited 


 Meather ieport. 
19s. = gd,—(it‘éi dG, 
Mean Temperature, a? 09, 45.54 45.95 
Rainfall, | 54.82 43.59 52,02 


tam, li, Oheirman & Gentlemen, 
Your obedient servant, 
GAMMWTT G6, LawgaN, 


Kedical Officer of Leaith, 
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